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Molds in Finished Basements 

5. CONCLUSIONS

The following conclusions can be drawn from this research project: 

1. Some finished basements do present health hazards to the occupants due to the
presence of toxigenic and dangerous molds in the wall cavities;

2. The causes of mold growth in finished basements are directly related to chronic
wetting incidents rather than the wall finishing and insulating techniques;

3. The main chronic moisture sources associated with mold growth in finished basements
are exterior moisture sources and wetting mechanisms;

4. Poor grading, lack of eavestroughs or downspouts directly at foundation can lead to
excessive foundation moisture. These moisture problems can be exacerbated by the
lack of durable foundation dampproofing and perimeter drainage tile systems.

5. Besides the mold concerns, some basements have moisture problems that affect the
durability of the finished basement assembly and general performance;

6. The two mold sampling procedures (swabs and cellophane tape) were complementary
and allowed for the identification of mold species when visible molds were found;

7. The cellophane tape sampling method with microscope identification is a very good,
relatively inexpensive mold sampling method.

8. If the investigative procedure had been more disruptive to the interior finish, most
homeowners would have refused to participate. The optical fibrescope was an
invaluable inspection tool for this type of investigative project.
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